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SEMINAR OUTLINE

• Reforms to existing trade documentation, laws originating under international 
Ocean Bills of Lading.
• Overview of Maritime Rules. Maritime Liability Act, CS. C. 2001, C.6, Schedule 4, 

section 41, Articles 15-16.
• Adoption of E-Ocean Bills of Lading. Deploying new processes and procedures, 

while protecting contract confidentiality.
• The role of Technology companies in the transformation and legal approvals of 

data protection, cyberspace attacks, misuse, misrepresentation, and fraudulent 
data.
• Identifying Legal and Commercial Risks associated with an e-documentation 

system versus original signed paper copy.
• Industry and shipper / end user consensus to mandate, under regulations, a new 

system, or keep it voluntary. Pros and Cons of both.
• Conclusion: Weigh the Pros and Cons.



Reforms to existing trade documentation, laws originating 
under international Ocean Bills of Lading.

Carriage of Goods Act.
- How does it apply under new e-documentation signatures via 

email confirmation and delivery to correct party.
- Witnessing of e-signature via email by other person attending.
- Is the email verification considering a legal authentication versus 

a real original signature questions to be asked.
- Today how do the transportation maritime laws be replaced by or 

become modified to allow e-documentation to be accepted under 
the same principles and legal guidelines?



Overview of Maritime Rules. Maritime Liability Act, CS. C. 
2001, C.6, Schedule 4, section 41, Articles 15-16

Overview of how current Rotterdam laws affect the transfer of title 
today.

Comparison view on how this changes the transport ocean bill of 
lading and its legal efficacy.



The role of Technology companies in the 
transformation and legal approvals of data protection.

Supplier Vendor Contract agreements and liability.
The key aspect of discussion is to see how incidents today may 
have occurred under vendor agreements with carriers in the 
software delivery.
What recourse do shippers and carriers have on third party liability 
claims?



Industry and shipper / end user consensus to mandate, under 
regulations or voluntary. Pros and Cons of both.

Example of the 9/11 rules of reporting 48 prior to cargo laden on 
board, in a foreign port, use as a model of transition that did or did 
not work. 
Lessons learned on how to validate new policy and regulations 
under voluntary or mandated rules.

Who serves to benefit?
Concludes our discussion for the seminar.


